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MARGARET CRAWFORD RODGERS OF IRELAND
AND SOME OF HER ADGER, RODGERS, HERRON AND HANNA

DESCENDANTS
By E.J. Kermedy, Mary Rarnitz and Iris Kelsc

Margaret Crawfcrd (Adger) Radpgers in 1794 faced a
persanal dilemma. She had been the wife of James
Adpger, & prospercous linen marnufacturer irn Durean,
County Antrim, Ireland. EBut he had died in 1783 at
the age of 41. She married his mill fcremar, Rcber
Roadpgers. :

Radgers, as an Rdger descendant has writter, was
rnot the husband Margaret had hoped he would be.
"He scon ran through her property, being toco fond
of whiskey," a family historiarn has written.

Margaret vicw had a family of seven children at
hame - her two sons and a daughter by James Adger
James, Rcbert and Betsey — and four little girls by
Rcodgers -~ Esthery; Margaret, Mary and Isabella. How
wcould they survive?

The couple decided tc come tc America. Ferhaps
they wéuld join her coldest san, William Adger, who
had emigrated earlier and was ricw living ivn Scuth
Earclina. He wrote erthusiastic letters about his
lard and his hopes for success there.

The family sailed from Ireland, arriving in New
Yark in Jaruary, 1794. Tragedy struck three days
later. The Rodgers' infant daughter, Isabella, wh
had beern sick abcard ship, died three days after
their arrival.

Scmetime after their arrival, the Adger book
repcrts, Robert Redpgers "reformed". The couple rarn
a gracery store in New York. The twc Adger bays,
who were teer~agers, pot jobs. The family scon had
erncugh morey tco move to Fairfield County, Scuth
Caralirna, and join William there. Some of the
Radpers dauphters later lived with relatives in




Kirnderhock, NY.

Several of Margaret's childrer had &1l the
success she cculd have dreamed of. Orne, James Adger
I1, settled in Charlestor, established several
busiriesses, crganized a railrcad arnd, at ore time,
was rarked the fourth richest man in the United
States. Several family members or irn—-laws were
distinguished clergymeri and scholars.

The Adpger family story and Margaret Crawford's
story are tald by the Rev. Johw E. Adger in his
bcak, "My Life Arnd Times," published in 1833.

This brochure will tell the story of scme of
Margaret Crawford Rodgers' descendants. It is
largely a listing of the descendants in the lire oy
Margaret's daughter, Esther, whc married William
Herrcr iv Fairfield Ccunty, SC, abcut 1810.

The stary of Margaret and her early descendants
is based cv the Adger bock. Other infcrmation is
based on research by the authors and cther
descendants of Margaret Crawford Rodgers.

Most of the lines covered inm this brechure were
part of the Irish Protestant migration from Nerth
arid Scuth Carclina to the fromtier states of
Terressee, Gecrgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisian
and Texas ir the 1800s. Esther Rodgers' descendants
fourd riew hames iri the last four states.

Allied families include Adpgers, Ellisons, Smyths
Laws, Herrons, EBrowns, Harnnas, Turners, Thompsons,
Gladrieys, Cabeens, Lammeys, Weldons and Kerrs.

I.A = FAMILY OF MARGARET CRAWFORD AND JAMES ADGER
I.

Margaret Crawford was born in 1744 in County
Aritrim, Ireland, and died in 1827 in Charleston,
SC. She is buried in the Secornd Fresbyterian
churchyard irn Charleston. She married James Adger
I about 1770 in Ilreland. After his death, Margaret
married his mill foreman, Rcobert Rodgers. After a
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few years in New York and prcabably after Radgers?
death, Margaret lived in Fairfield Cc., SC, with
her son, William, and later in Charleston with her
scan, James Adper 11. She died at the age of 78,

James Adger I (1731-1783), alsc spelled RAdgar and
Edger. He died in Ireland orn March 28, 1783, at
the age of 41. He had cperated a liren
manufacturing mill arnd bleachirng greern in Dunearn,
Counity Antrim, Ireland. He is buried in the
Episcapal churchyard in the village of Durean,
Cournty Artrim, Ireland. Children of this ccuple,
all beorn in Ireland, included:

I.A. 1. William Adger (1772-1836) —-Married Susan
McCrorey (1770-1862) of County Antrim. They
migrated ta Fairfield Ccurnty, SC, abcut 1730.
Their home was about five miles narth of
Winnsboro at what later became Adger Station.
The family cwned substantial amournts of lanmd and
was quite prospercus. Children of this couple
ineluded:

I.A.1.1. William Adger Jr. (Ca. 1800 -ca.
18367) married Isabella Ellison (1804 -7?).
After his death, Isabella married the
distinguished Presbyteriarn minister, the Rev.
W. E. Boggs. William and Isabella Ellisorn,
Adger had a son, Joaseph Elliscrnn Adger (E.
1823, Fairfield Cc., SC -~ D. 1881 in Bassier
Farish, LR). Joseph Ellison Adger married
Eliza Gray MacMahon (1825-1837). Their
childrern included: {(a) Joaseph Elliscr Adger Jr.
(1847 -1903), who married Mattie Caldwell
(1856-19&4) 3 (b) William Law Adger (Mar. 2,
1855 -D. Dec. 14, 18395) who married Mcolly
Frarces Herranj; {(c) Rabert Adger (1859-13903),
who married (1) Mary Cabeen and (2) Elizabeth
Thampscn; and (d) Margaret Adger, who married
Alexnder Rcgers Thaompscri.

1.A.1.2. Jchrn Adger {(1808-1866) married
Margaret Grey Elliscon (1817-1866). Jchn Adger
was a wealthy man whose estate in 1860 was
valued at $164,000. FEefcre he died, he maved
to Louisiana, joining relatives there. The
cauple had a scry, William Elliscrn Adper (1837~
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1877) whe in 1860 married Mary Mcultrie Gamble
(1833-1885). Children of this ccuple included:
(a) Jchri Adger, wha had a daughter, Mary Jare
Adger; (b) Jane Richmond RAdger (1865-1345), wha
married W.E. Glassell; armd (c) Elliscrn Mcocultrie
Adger (1875-1948), who married Elizabeth Hayden
in 1303,

I.AR.1.3. Margaret Rdger - Married Joseph
Ellisori of Cclumbia, SC.

I.A.1.4. ARgnes Adger - Married William Law of
Columbia, SC.

I.R.1.5. Mary Adger - Married (1) Mr. Quigly of
Ccalumbia, ,SC, and (2) Mr. Rlayer.

William Adger Sr. ard his wife are buried iv the
ald Mt. 0Olivet churchyard in Fairfield County.
They are buried in a plot with McCroreys, Richmond
and Thorrnes.

I.A.&. James Adger Il - (1778-1858). Adger was
bcrr in Moreyrick, Ireland, north of EBelfast. As a
teeri—aper, he came tc New York with his mcther,
stepfather and broathers and sisters in Jarnuary,
1734. Arcund 1805, he came tc Fairfield Cec., SC, tc
visit his brother and widowed mother. There he nmet
and married Sarah Elizabeth Elliscon, daughter of
Capt. Rabert Elliscrn of Fairfield.

James Adpger was an Americarn success story. He was
the immigrarnt bcy who carried cut the dream of all
immigrants. He came tco America and made a forture.

In 1806, he went intc business in Charleston, SC,
as a potton buyer in the firm of Bories arnd Rdpger.
He established a hardware business called James -
Adger and Ccmpany on Magwood Wharf. He helped
crganize. a railroad and represented a banking
ccmparyy with a brarnch in England. He later
purchased the wharf rnow knowrs as Adper's Wharf and
established & live of steamers between Charleston
and New York. At a time when Charleston was crne of




the most prospercus parts in the rnation, Adger was
rarked as the fcocurth wealthiest marn in the United
States.

Ore of Adger's steamships, the "James Adger', was
featured in a rcovel, "Feter Ashley" by Dubcase
Heyward. During the Civil War, the steamship was
seized by the Urnited States arnd became a naval
cruiser,

James Adger and Sarah Elliscr had five sans and
fcaur daughters. They irncluded:

I.A.2.1. - Margaraet Milligari Adger (1807-1884).
Married The Rev. Thomas Smyth, D.D. of Charleston.
Their childrewn included: (a) Augustine Smyth, a
lawyer; (b) James Adper Smyth, a brcocker and a
maycr of Charleston; and (c) Elliscor Rdger Smyth,
a textile magrnate of the Fiedmont. He lived into
his nireties and was in the textile business for
cover 60 years. He was the father of Mrs. Faster
MeKissick of Greenville, SC. Rev. Thaomas Smyth
vias pastcr of the Secand Presbyteriarn Church of
Charlestor.

I.A.2.2. — The Rev. Johrni Bailey Rdger (1810-
18%3). A Fresbyterian missicnary, pastcr, educator
and tramslatcr. He was borr in .Charleston, SC,
Dec. 13, 1810. He graduated fram Uricri Callege in
Schernectedy, New York, in 1828 and fram Frirnceton
Theclcopical Seminary in 1833. On Jurne 19, 1834, he
married Elizabeth Keith Shrewsbury of Charlestaon.
He was a missicnary at Cornstarntiviople and Smyrna
fram 1834 tc 18473 pastor of Zionn Church in
Charleston from 1847 to 1851; professor of
ecclestical history and church pclicy at Columbia
Thealagical Seminary from 1857 to 18743 and pastor
of varicus churches in Scuth Carclivia from 1874 to
1834. He translated varicus church documernts intc
Armeniarn and Turkce-Rrmenian. He was the author of
"My Life And Times", the book fram which this
braochure's informaticon on the Adger family and
Margaret Crawford is drawn. His wife died Octcber
11, 1890, and he died Jaruary 3, 1899. They are
buried in Perdleten, SC.

Sarah Ellison RAdper died Oct. 18, 1856. James
.Adpger II died irv September, 1858, while cn a
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busiress trip to New York City. They are buried at
the Second Fresbyterian churchyard in Charlestor.

I.A.2.3. — William Adger (1816-1853) married
Margaret Hall Moffett (1820-1215). A daupghter,
Arma Elizabeth Rdger (1843-1327) married the Rev.
Thomas Hart Law, D.D., on March 16, 1864. Their
children included: (a) William Adger Law, {(b) Mary
Hart Law, (c) John Adger Law, ((d) Margaret A.
Maffett Law, (e) Thomas Hart Law Jr., (f) Andrew
Mcoffett Law, (o) Robert Adger Law, and (h) Agres
Dubcse Law.

I.A.2.4. - James Adger 111 .
I.AR.2.5. Jarne Arme Adger.
I.A.3. - Jane Adger - Married Charles Kidd.

I.A.4 - Elizabeth (Betsy) Adger — Came with the
family ta New York in 1794. She married Dr. Charles
Whitlaw, a celebrated physiciarn and riaturalist,
They lived in Charleston, SC. She died early and is
buried inm the old Scotch-Irish Cemetery (First
Fresbyteriar) in Charlestcor.

I.A.8.~- Robert Adger - Came with the family tc New
York in 1734. He died as a ycurig marn, but did marry
arnd had two daughters wha were reared by his
brather, James 11, Ore of them married William
Elliscr.

Margaret Crawfcocrd Adger's first husband, James
Adger I, died March 25, 1783, at the age of 41. He
is buried at the Episcapal churchyard irn Durear,
County Arntrim, Ireland.

I.B. FAMILY OF MARGARET CRAWFORD (ADGER) AND ROEKERT
RODGERS

After the death of her first husband, Margaret
Crawford Adger married Robert Rodgers, foreman of
the Duriean lineri mill, which apparertly was cwred
by the Rdger family of her first husband. They had
four daughters, all bcrn in County Antrim, Ireland.
RAll fcocur came to New York with the family in 1734,



I1.B.1. - Esther Rcdgers (May 1, 1785 —-Jarwary 3,
1872) apparently spernt mcst of the years before
she married in the home of her half-brather,
William Adger, in Fairfield County, SC. Her
descerndants ‘will be covered in detail later.

I.H. 2. -~ Margaret Rcadgers (E. late 1780s) grew up
in the home of a wealthy uncle rnamed Rcdpgers in
Kinderhoak, Ccalumbia County, New Yark. She married
Charles Whiting, a merchant. They had one
daughter, who married arn Rlbany, NY, attorrey
ramed Reyrnclds. The Reynclds had a large family.
Margaret Rodgers Whiting lived .tc be more tharm 70
years ald.

I.E. 3. - Mary Rcdpgers (BH. ca 1730) grew up in the
same hame irn Kinderhcok, NY, as her sister,
Margaret Rcdgers. She married James Clark, a
business partrer of her sister's husband, Charles
Whitirng. The Clarks had twa daughters: (a) one who
married a Shaw and lived ivi New York City ir 1896,
arnd {(b) crne who married a Bain and lived in
Kinderhacok iy 1896. Mary Rcdpgers Clark, like her
sister,lived tca be more thanm 70 years cld.

I.K. 4. -~ Isabella Radpers (H. 1733) died three
days after reaching New York City in January,

17594, She was buried in the cemetery of The c«ld
Erick Church” where the New York poast office later
was built.

II1- DESCENDANTS OF ESTHER RODGERS

Rs rcted earlier, Esther Rcdgers apparently spent
mcest of her girlhood in the hame of her half-
brother, William Adger, in Fairfield County, SC. He
was at least 13 years clder tharn she. Her marriage
tc William Herron, described as "a respectable
planter"” in the Adger bock, is well dccumerited.

The authcors believe, hawever, that Herrocn was her
seconid husband. There is eviderice to indicate she
was first married arcund 1804 to Jchn Weldorn (E.
Jure 25, 1773 - D. Before 1810). He was the son of
Samuel Weldon (1752 - April 2, 1829) and his wife,
Naricy (Agnes) Arrnette Weldorn (1751 - 1830). The
Weldoris are buried at the <ld Moore Cemetery in
Fairfield. A tornado broke up tambstcores irn the
cemetery several years agc.
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Johr Weldor and his wife had at least cre
daughter, Elizabeth Weldori, whco married William
EBrown, ar immigrant from Irelarnd. This is ncted in
the estate file of Samuel Weldon in 1829.

The will of William A. Herrcn, eldest son of
William Herrcor, lists Elizabeth (Betsy) Erown as
William A. Herror's half sister, indicating ocne of
his parernts had beer married befocre. It is urilikely
that William Herron had beer married previcusly
sirce he was only about 19 years old when he and
Esther Rodgers married arcunmd 1810. He was born
Feb. 11, 1731, according tc his tombstore at the
"0ld Storme Church" (alsca kriown as the Lebariorn
Fresbyterian Church) orn Jackson's Creek in
Fairfield Ccocunty, SC. Sirnce Esther Rodpgers was
abaut six years clder tharn he, it is mcre likely
that she had beew married befcre. The Elizabeth
(Betsy) Erown mernticrned in William A. Herrcn's will
prcbably was the daughter of Esther Radgers and
John Weldori. Thus, the childrenr of William Brown
arnd Esther Weldor EBrowrn are listed amcorig Esther
Rodgers! descerndants.

IIT.1. CHILDREN OF WILLIAM EROWN AND ELIZARETH
WELDON EROWN

William Brown (B. ca. 1800 - D. past 186Q)
married Elizabeth Weldocrn (B. ca. 1805 - D. ir the
1850s) abcut 1827. They had the fcllowing children:

I11.1.1. Elizabeth BErcwrs — B. ca. 1828. Married
James W. Eell, B. ca. 1821 in Scuth Carclina.

I111.1.2. John W. (Weldon?) Erown — K. Oct. 19,
1835 - D. Mar. &2, 1888. Married Elizabeth J.
Harma, E. 1840 irni Alabama, eldest daughter of
Samuel Harma Jr. (E. July 12, 1803 - D. ARupg. 6,
1853) and Margaret Crawfcord Herrorn Harma (E. May
23, 1823 — D. Oct. 14, 1902). Margaret Crawford
Herrcorn was the third daughter of William Herron
and Esther Rcdpgers Herror.

Childrers «f this couple included: (a) Mary
Marparet EBrown, R. ca. 18603 (b) William, E.
1862; (e) Johw, EB. 1867; (d) Albert, E. 1869393 (e)
‘Hughj (f) Katie Mae; (g) Essie; (h) Hcmer; (i)




