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Margaret Crawford (Adger) Rodgers in 1794 faced a
personal dilemma. She had been the wife of James
Adger, a prosperous linen manufacturer in Dunean,
County Antrim, Ireland. But he had died in 17S3 at
the age of 41. She married his mill foreman, Rober
Rodgers.

Rodgers, as an Adger descendant has written, was
not the husband Margaret had hoped he would be.
"He soon ran through her property, being too fond
of whiskey," a family historian has written.

Margaret now had a family of seven children at
home - her two sons and a daughter by James Adger
James, Robert and Betsey — and four little girls by
Rodgers - Esther, Margaret, Mary and Isabella. How
would they survive?

The couple decided to come to America. Perhaps
they would join her oldest son, William Adger, who
had emigrated earlier and was now living in South
Carolina. He wrote enthusiastic letters about his

land and his hopes for success there.

The family sailed from Ireland, arriving in New
York in January, 1794. Tragedy struck three days
later. The Rodgers' infant daughter, Isabella, wh
had been sick aboard ship, died three days after
their arrival.

Sometime after their arrival, the Adger book
reports, Robert Rodgers "reformed". The couple ran
a grocery store in New York. The two Adger boys,
who were teen-agers, got Jobs. The family soon had
enough money to move to Fairfield County, South
Carolina, and Join William there. Some of the
Rodgers daughters later lived with relatives in
















